
 

 

INITIATIVE PETITION 

 

The object of this petition is to:         (See reverse side for actual text of measure) 
For Sec of State Use Only 

Amend the Nebraska Constitution to state that the people may by initiative measure allow for all 

forms of games of chance to be conducted with licensed horseracing in Nebraska. 

 
 
To the Honorable John Gale, Secretary of State for the State of Nebraska: 

     We, the undersigned residents of the State of Nebraska and the county of ___________________________________,  respectfully demand that the following proposed  

amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska shall be referred to the registered voters of the state for their approval or rejection at the general election to be held on the 8th day of 

November 2016, and each for himself or herself says: I have personally signed this petition on the date opposite my name;   I am a registered voter of the State of Nebraska and county 

of ___________________ and am qualified to sign this petition or I will be so registered and qualified on or before the date on which this petition is required to be filed with the 

Secretary of State; and  My printed name, date of birth, street and number or voting precinct, and city, village, or post office address are correctly written after my signature. 

 

WARNING TO PETITION SIGNERS-- VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS OF LAW MAY RESULT IN THE FILING OF CRIMINAL 

CHARGES:  Any person who signs any name other than his or her own to any petition or who is not qualified to sign the petition shall be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. 

Any person who falsely swears to a circulator’s affidavit on a petition, who accepts money or other things of value for signing a petition, or who offers money or other things 

of value in exchange for a signature upon any petition shall be guilty of a Class IV felony. 
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STATE OF NEBRASKA                )             __________________________________________________, (name of circulator) being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he or she                                
                                         ) ss.       is the circulator of this petition containing  ______ signatures, that he or she is at least eighteen years of age, that each person whose                                                                                                                    
COUNTY OF  _______________ )            name appears on the petition personally signed the petition in the presence of the affiant, that the date to the left of each signature is the 
correct date on which the signature was affixed to the petition and that the date was personally affixed by the person signing such petition, that the affiant believes that each signer has 
written his or her name, street and number or voting precinct, and city, village, or post office address correctly, that the affiant believes that each signer was qualified to sign the petition, 
and that the affiant stated to each signer the object of the petition as printed on the petition before he or she affixed his or her signature to the petition. 
 
                                                                                                                                              _____________________________________________________________Circulator                                                  
 
                                                                                                                                 _____________________________________________________________Address 
 
                                                                                                                                               ____________________________________________________________City,State,Zip 
                                                                                                                                               
Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public, this ______ day of ____________ , 20 ___ at _____________________,  Nebraska. 
 
 
          (Seal)                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                    ____________________________________________________________ Notary Public 



 

 

 

Proposed Constitutional AmendmentLanguage     
 

(underscored language indicates added language, strike through indicates language being removed) 

 

 
Article III. Section 24 of the Nebraska Constitution shall be amended by adding Subsection (5) as shown: 

(1) Except as provided in this section, the Legislature shall not authorize any game of chance or any lottery or gift enterprise 

when the consideration for a chance to participate involves the payment of money for the purchase of property, services, or a chance 

or admission ticket or requires an expenditure of substantial effort or time. 

(2) The Legislature may authorize and regulate a state lottery pursuant to subsection (3) of this section and other lotteries, 

raffles, and gift enterprises which are intended solely as business promotions or the proceeds of which are to be used solely for 

charitable or community betterment purposes without profit to the promoter of such lotteries, raffles, or gift enterprises. 

(3)(a) The Legislature may establish a lottery to be operated and regulated by the State of Nebraska. The proceeds of the 

lottery shall be appropriated by the Legislature for the costs of establishing and maintaining the lottery and for the following purposes, 

as directed by the Legislature: 

(i) The first five hundred thousand dollars after the payment of prizes and operating expenses shall be transferred to the 

Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund; 

(ii) Forty-four and one-half percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial 

transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund to be used as 

provided in the Nebraska Environmental Trust Act; 

(iii) Forty-four and one-half percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial 

transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be used for education as the Legislature may direct; 

(iv) Ten percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial transfer to the 

Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the Nebraska State Fair Board if the most populous city within the 

county in which the fair is located provides matching funds equivalent to ten percent of the funds available for transfer. Such matching 

funds may be obtained from the city and any other private or public entity, except that no portion of such matching funds shall be 

provided by the state. If the Nebraska State Fair ceases operations, ten percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and 

operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the General Fund; and 

(v) One percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial transfer to the 

Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund. 

(b) No lottery game shall be conducted as part of the lottery unless the type of game has been approved by a majority of the 

members of the Legislature. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit (a) the enactment of laws providing for the licensing and regulation of 

wagering on the results of horseraces, wherever run, either within or outside of the state, by the parimutuel method, when such 

wagering is conducted by licensees within a licensed racetrack enclosure or (b) the enactment of laws providing for the licensing and 

regulation of bingo games conducted by nonprofit associations which have been in existence for a period of five years immediately 

preceding the application for license, except that bingo games cannot be conducted by agents or lessees of such associations on a 

percentage basis. 

(5) This section shall not apply to any laws enacted by the people by the initiative process by which the people, 

contemporaneously with the adoption of this subsection or at any time thereafter, provide for the authorization, regulation, 

and taxation of games of chance to be conducted with licensed horseracing within the state. 
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